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Heaps of Hibiscus

Spring is the season for flowers in many parts of
the world, and Japan is no different. In fact, I'd say
Japan is more jazzed about spring florals than any
other country. Try visiting a public park with cherry
blossom trees during peak viewing season to see what
I mean! Though Hawaii residents don’t share the same
level of excitement for flower viewing, we still have a
vibrant flower culture. Perhaps the most well-known
flower is the state flower, the hibiscus.

The hibiscus is quite common in Hawaii and can
be found decorating sidewalks in Waikiki or growing
in local gardens. They come in many different colors
with the red and yellow varieties being the most often
seen in populated areas. White, purple, orange, and
pink varieties also exist, but aren’t as easily found.
The hibiscus rosa-sinesis, a large, red variety often
referred to as the Chinese hibiscus, though considered
by many as the representative flower of Hawaii, is not
native to the islands.

In 1923, while still a territory of the United States,
the legislature named the hibiscus as the official
flower, but failed to specify which type, leading to
some confusion. Some people considered the hibiscus
kokio, a native red hibiscus with slim petals, to be
the flower in question, while others thought it to be
the Chinese hibiscus. In 1988, 29 years after entering
the Union, the state legislature clarified the issue by
declaring not a red varietiy, but a yellow one, Hibiscus
brackenridgei, the state flower.

It is said there are over 200 different species of
hibiscus, but only six of them are native to Hawaii.
Though they favor tropical and warm climates, given
proper care, many types can grow anywhere. In fact, I
remember seeing a healthy, colorful flowering hibiscus
plant during a nursery school visit here in Seika. Try

growing hibiscus at home if you would like to bring EHRFE|T
some color to your garden! +o TOZRIT
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