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Blooming Friendship Between the U.S. and Japan

In Japan, cherry blossoms are a very important
aspect of the spring season. The United States does
not have a tradition like hanami, but Americans can
visit Washington D.C. to see cherry blossoms bloom
every spring. The cherry blossom trees planted around
the national monuments in Washington D.C., such
as the Washington and Thomas Jefferson Memorials,
have become an essential part of the spring festivities
and scenery in the U.S. capital. I have gone to see the
cherry blossoms in Washington D.C. and I was moved
knowing that while taking in the breathtaking views
of the cherry blossoms trees, [ was experiencing a part
of Japanese culture in my home country. Since the
cherry blossoms have been blooming every year since
1912, it is hard to imagine what my nation’s capital
would look like without the trees. This month, I would
like to write about the history of why there are cherry
blossoms in Washington D.C. and how the National
Cherry Blossom Festival came to be.

It all started back in 1885 with Eliza Scidmore,
a world traveler and diplomat. After returning to
Washington from a trip to Japan, she proposed that
Japanese cherry trees be planted on the Potomac River
every year for 24 years. While her proposals remained
unsuccessful, she did not give up and decided to
propose her idea to the First Lady, Helen Taft, in
1909. The First Lady was intrigued by this idea and
talks regarding this began with the Consulate-General
of Japan in New York. The Mayor of Tokyo at the
time, Yukio Ozaki, was asked to support the donation
of the cherry blossoms to the United States as a token
of friendship between the two countries. On March
26, 1912, 3,020 cherry trees of various varieties arrived
to Washington D.C. The next day, the First Lady and
wife of the Japanese Ambassador planted the first two
cherry trees near a reservoir adjacent to the Potomac
River known as the Tidal Basin. A re-enactment of the
original planting was done by local school children in
1927 and this became the catalyst for the first “Cherry
Blossom Festival” held in 1935.

The National Cherry Blossom Festival in
Washington D.C. has been held annually almost
every year since 1935 and now spans four weeks from
the end of March to the middle of April. More than
1.5 million people come from all over the world to
experience this festival, which celebrates traditional
and contemporary art and culture. Events in the
festival are primarily free and open to the public!
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