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Foreign Language Education in Japan and the US

Since coming to Japan, one of the things that [ have
found to be wonderful about the education system is
the opportunity for children to be exposed to foreign
languages and culture at a young age. In most cases,
even preschool-aged children have the opportunity to
interact with native English speakers. The United States
has a much different approach to foreign language
education and I believe that is why a majority of
Americans cannot speak a foreign language. [ was in
elementary school when I first learned about Japan
and Japanese culture. However, it was because of my
teacher that I was able to learn about and become
interested in a foreign language, not because of the
American education system. Since learning about
Japan in elementary school, [ waited nearly 10 years
to have the opportunity to formally study Japanese. If
it was not for my teacher in elementary school, I do not
believe that [ would have developed the same passion
to speak the language of and learn about the culture of
another country

Language classes and opportunties offered to
students to learn foreign languages vary greatly
depending on the state and area one lives. Due to
this, there is a clear disparity in the opportunities
available to students, not only in regards to language
learning, but also in terms of general education and
extracurricular activities. In the United States, it is often
required for students to take at least two years of a
foreign language in order to graduate from high school,
but it is not a requirement for every school. Unlike
Japan, knowledge of a foreign laguage is not required
to pass college entrance exams. This difference is made
clear when you compare the difference between the
amount of years required for foreign language study
in Japan and the United States. Before graduation,
Japanese students typically have 6 years of language
study whereas American students usually typically only
have 2 to 3.

The most studied foreign language in the United
States is Spanish. This is because of the large number
of individuals immigrating from Spanish-speaking
countries. When [ was in high school, we had the
option to take Spanish, French, and German. I chose
French and studied it for two years, but I unfortunately
do not remember anything I learned. I hope that some
day I can speak another foreign language, but for now
[ want to continue improving my Japanese.
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