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Nice to Meet You!

Hello, Everyone! My name is Emily Bierma, and
starting August Ist, have been designated as the new
Coordinator for International Relations (CIR) for Seika
Town.

There is a reason why I chose the column title
"Giant Leap." Purdue University alumni and astronaut
Neil Armstrong said "One small step for man, but
one giant leap for mankind" when he landed on the
moon for the first time. After that, it became a quote
which embodies the themes of never giving up and
challenging yourself, even if things are difficult. Now
that I am living and working in Japan for the first time,
I understand this is my own, personal version of a
"Giant Leap."

There may be some readers who are wondering
who I am, so in order to get to know me better, I
will introduce myself. I am from America, and was
born an raised in Northwest Indiana. My hobbies
are drawing, reading books, and studying Japanese.
When [ took Japanese classes at Purdue University
and created wonderful relationships with the Japanese
teachers there, I realized Japanese was not just a
language, but a tool that I could use to create special
relationships with people. In the Summer of 2023, I
went to Japan for the first time and studied abroad
at Nanzan University. Thanks to that time, I began
to love cultural exchange. From that point onward,
[ have wanted to become a bridge that connects
these two cultures together, so I am so grateful to be
able to work in Seika Town as the Coordinator for
International Relations.

In this column, I want to share my experiences
with the American and Japanese culture. To me,
finding the differences and similarities between Japan
and America through the lens of cultural exchange
and conveying that to everyone is a meaningful part
of being Coordinator for International Relations. Let’s
enjoy cultural exchange together!

[ have just moved to Seika Town recently and it is
my first time living in Japan for a long time, so there
is a lot of things I do not know. However, my job is
to support the foreigners who are living in Japan, so
if you have any questions or inquiries about living in
Seika Town, please don’t hesitate to contact me at the
town hall. Also, if you see me anywhere around Seika
town, I would be so happy if we could chat. Let’s all
enjoy living in Seika Town!
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