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Summer Festivals In America? ~ State Fairs

It's August, which means it is the time for wearing
yukata, going to summer festivals, and watching
fireworks in Japan. Actually, August is similar in
America as well. America has many state fairs and
county fairs that share a lot of similarities with Japan's
summer festivals, so this time I would like to introduce
them.

State fairs are usually held during July and August
for a week or two. They first began for the purpose
of promoting state agriculture through competitions
exhibiting livestock and farm products. Presently,
although there is still a focus on agriculture, carnival
games, amusement rides, concerts, and more occur at
the fair.

When you go to a state fair in America, there are
usually big buildings exhibiting livestock and other
things. You can enjoy looking at animals like sheep,
cows, bunnies, etc. as well as look at the arts and
crafts made by people in the community.

There are a lot of different amusement rides,
ranging from child-friendly merry-go-rounds to roller
coasters for teenagers and adults. Some of the most
famous rides that are often at the state fair are the
ferris wheel, 'giant slide' where you slide down a tall
slide on a burlap sack, 'drop tower' where you get
dropped from a tall place, and 'bumper cars' which
are small cars you drive to crash into other people as
hard as you can.

There are a lot of types of food you can enjoy at
the fair. When you think of American food, greasy,
sugary fair food is the perfect example. Some include
fried dough sprinkled with sugar like 'elephant
ears' and funnel cakes, deep-fried ice cream, lemon
shake-ups (sugary lemon squash), walking tacos (beef
and spicy potato chips), cotton candy, and more.

Similar to Japan, state fairs, or in other words,
American summer festivals, are a great place to
spend time with family and friends. If you are ever in
America during the summer, check if there is a state
or county fair near you!
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