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Although I first moved to Seika in the beginning of
August, September was my first article in "Hanasou,"
therefore I wanted reflect on my first year living not
just in Seika, but in Japan, far from my home country.

The first time [ came to Seika, I was so nervous.
Everything was new, and going from a daily life barely
using Japanese to using it everyday was a big change
for me. I realized I had to not just use Japanese for
daily conversation like I learned in college, but be
able to explain things, and ask questions about things
like my bicycle to laundry detergent. This was also the
first time I had lived far away from my parents and
my friends. Returning home became a 13 - hour plane
ride. Although [ was nervous, and did not know much,
I soon came to love living in Seika and appreciate all
the memories and relationships I have made here in
just one year!

I love living in Seika, and I quickly fell in love
with the work that I do. I enjoy that I am able to
connect with the people, both adults and children,
who live in Seika through English Conversation Class,
kindergarten visits, events, etc. I love challenging
myself through learning new Japanese every day,
and I feel myself constantly growing. I love being
able to visit places and do experiences that make
unforgettable memories, as well as cherish the simple
flow of my everyday life.

There are still many things I do not know and have
yet to learn, but that makes me want to work even
harder than before. I have new goals for myself that
have changed or appeared during my time living in
Japan, and even if I do not complete all my goals, I do
not want to give up on even one. Living in Japan has
made me realize and understand myself more than
before, and I am so grateful that Seika is the place I
have spent my first year here. I look forward to the
many memories | am sure to make in my second year
here as well. Thank you so much for everyone who
has read my articles since September, and I hope you
enjoy my future topics as well!
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