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The Charm of Indiana

Indiana, the state in which I was born and raised
in, is by no means a popular tourist destination. There
are no big cities like New York City or Los Angeles,
and it is located in a very rural part of America.
However, ever since leaving and moving to Japan, I
have come to realize the charm Indiana holds. This
time, T would like to talk about my favorite "charms of
Indiana."

Although I said it is not a popular tourist
destination, there is one famous thing that comes
to mind when thinking of Indiana. That is the
Indianapolis 500 (Indy 500) race car race. It is called
that because, at the competition, the race cars drive
500 miles (200 laps) on the track. It is a popular event
for not just Indiana residents, but Americans all over
the country. What is interesting is that, at the race
track, there is a Japanese-styled pagoda used as a
viewing spot. One of the founders of the Indy 500
was said to have liked Japanese architecture, which
may have inspired the building’s shape. Although it
has been remodeled into a more modern building, the
influence of the pagoda still remains.

Indiana is also known for its red covered bridges.
These are a historic part of Indiana, and the red color
and house-like roofs of the bridges makes it feel like
you have slipped back in time.

Speaking of historic experiences, "Connor Prairie"
is a place where you can experience what it was like
to live in the 1800s in Indiana. There are old buildings
decorated with furniture and decorations of that time.
However, the most enjoyable part is interacting with
the actors. These people dress in historical clothes
and offer role-playing experiences for visitors. While
talking with them, you can learn the gossip of the
town as well as do occasional hands-on experiences
like kneading dough and candle-making. If you are
interested in a hands-on experience about American
life in the past, this is the place to go!

Within Indiana, there are many small towns with
remaining charm of the past. My recommendation is
Crown Point. The historic town hall is surrounded by
a square of beautiful buildings and fun shops. Crown
Point is my favorite place in all of Indiana.

Today, I introduced some of the charm of Indiana,
but there is so much more. Please come and visit some
time!
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