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Nice to meet you!

Hello, everyone! My name is Lucas Schattenmann
and I am the 16th Coordinator for International
Relations (CIR) for Seika Town. I first arrived here
on July 27th, and have been making myself familiar
with my duties and responsibilities as a CIR since
then. I hope to be able to follow in the footsteps of
the previous CIR, Emily, to provide support to those
in need, and will do my best to help the town and its
community going forward. I look forward to working
with you all!

First, I would like give a brief self-introduction.
I am from the United States, from a state called
Minnesota. For those who are unfamiliar, Minnesota is
in the very north of the country, in what is known as
the Midwest region, and is close to the Great Lakes as
well. I lived with my family in Minneapolis, which is
the biggest city in Minnesota, and [ attended Carleton
College in a town called Northfield. My hobbies
include photography, gaming, reading, programming,
and going on hikes.

I have enjoyed playing Nintendo games and
watching anime such as Evangelion since I was a
kid, but it was not until I entered college that I began
seriously studying Japanese language and culture.
In autumn 2024, I had the opportunity to study at
Doshisha University Kyoto, which led me to decide
to major in Japanese along with my friends. I studied
Japanese literature and culture in classes, researched
with my professors, and had a short-term teaching
assistant experience in Tokyo last year. With these
experiences, as well as through the support of my
professors, friends and family, I successfully applied
to be a CIR through the JET program, and was placed
here in Seika.

I have actually lived in several other US states as
well as Germany before, so I would like to introduce
all of the places and cultures I've experienced
throughout my life in this column. I hope we can all
enjoy cultural exchange together. I am so grateful for
the opportunity to work here in Seika, and I will do
my best going forward. Thank you!
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