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Country-er Than Country

Having known English for most of my life and
studied Japanese for more than half of it, 've come
across more than a few words whose scale changes
between languages. For example, Japanese "big" is
not always as big as English "big," and English "small"
is not usually as small as Japanese "small." To me,
there's one specific word that has a bafflingly large
scale in Japanese, but a relatively small one in English.
That word is "inaka".

When directly translated to English, it means
"countryside," and in many an English speaker's mind,
it conjures a specific image of fields of corn, wheat
or some other crop continuing on for miles with nary
a house in sight. This is especially true in America,
where in some states you can drive for hours without
seeing any houses or people. It might not look like
much on a map, but America is deceptively large, and
there's a whole lot of nothing to look at between the
cities dotted throughout the country. In many parts
of the country, your next door neighbor or even the
closest grocery store could be a full hour of driving
away.

While the Japanese word inaka includes this
interpretation, it seems to cover environments beyond
the emptiness that the English word conveys. After
years of living here, I've come to realize that people
often use inaka to mean any location outside of a
large city. For example, I've heard Seika Town and
even Kizugawa City referred to as being inaka, when,
by any measure of the American scale, they are far
from being "country." While culturally speaking it's not
incorrect, I personally believe that both of these towns
are much too convenient to be referred to as inaka.

To many English speakers, towns with a balanced
mix of agriculture, living, and commerical space, such
as Seika and Kizugawa, would be better defined by
the word "suburb" in English, or "kougai" in Japanese.
While suburb is used with a degree of frequency in
English, I rarely hear a town referred to as kougai in
Japanese. Maybe if I start using kougai to refer to
Seika Town more often, it'll catch on?

HEXLD BHHSE

ANEDEFEAETRBZEN. TLTAEDHEDLULEE
BASBOMAICE (S E(E. SHBICL > TRKDBNERG
BEEZVWONBTEFE UL, AIZE. BABOIAE
W (FREBD “big" FETIFE < RWEBD “small” FBAD
[INEW(EETEDIERBA. EICEST. BUREBODS
EEUND EBIERBICAZSVBEREBOSEN G E T,
TNSERGIBE]ITT,

REBICBRT B & “countryside” EVWDBETI AN
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RN DECAZRIEEE L THEONDZEVWDZET
Fo BIZE BEITCAR/NBOR S LM EBEEEHE
Wl ERNBWEITH. ZAUDDOBEEERDE. 24
ZOTIFBVWEBOTULFERVET . EDERITLDEB
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HBESEERDNSTIH UL BNEBABICBNET,
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fh, (EEHDEEMD/NS > A E N E sUburbs
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