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American Thanksgiving

The fall season is the time of the year in which many
holidays take place within the United States, one of
which is Thanksgiving. In school, Americans are taught
that the first Thanksgiving was celebrated in 1621, when
the pilgrims first came to North America from England
on a ship called the Mayflower. At this time, the pilgrims
held a feast celebrating harvest and blessings of the year
with the Native Americans. While the significance of
the holiday has changed slightly over time, it remains an
important time of the year in which families spend time
together.

One of the ways in which holidays, including
Thanksgiving, have changed over time is in regards to
commercialization. While Thanksgiving is a holiday
dedicated to showing appreciation to others, this time
of the year is widely known for the huge sales that
take place on Black Friday, the day after Thanksgiving.
The term "black" is now associated with profits for
businesses, but this has not always been the case. This
term has been historically associated with economic
crashes and misfortune which led to the use of "Black
Friday" in the 1950s. Due to the fact that Thanksgiving
is always celebrated on Thursday, many factory workers
started calling in sick the day after Thanksgiving to
extend the holiday weekend. It is now commonplace for
schools and offices to be closed on both Thanksgiving
and Black Friday.

Besides being the biggest shopping season of
the year, Thanksgiving is also a time in which many
volunteer organizations put together events to help
others in need. Thanksgiving is my favorite holiday
becauase I love being able to spend time with family
and give back to others in my local community. A few
years ago, I volunteered with my mom and aunt and
delivered Thanksgiving meals to a few families. It was a
very rewarding and memorable experience to be able to
make a difference in the lives of others in this way.
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