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The Most Wonderful Time of the Year

It is hard to believe that 2023 is just around the
cormner. Much like Thanksgiving, the Christmas season is
a very special time of the year for Americans because
of all of the festivities and time that is dedicated to
spending with family. While the Christmas holiday has a
religious origin, Christmas is the most widely celebrated
holiday in the United States regardless of religion.

While Americans generally celebrate Christmas in
the same way, family traditions can make this time of
the year particularly special. One of the things that my
family and I really enjoy is going to a tree farm to cut
down our Christmas tree every year. We generally do
this right after Thanksgiving because it can be difficult to
find a good tree. Being able to go to the tree farm every
year to pick out a tree is a really unique and special part
of this holiday to me. While it may seem like a long time,
my family keeps our Christmas tree in our house just
over a month. We not only enjoy the smell of the tree
in our house, but we also enjoy decorating the tree with
omaments and lights! My family and I also really enjoy
watching Christmas movies and going on walks to look
at Christmas decorations in surrounding neighborhoods
during this time of year.

While Christmas is celebrated differently in other
countries, Christmas is celebrated quite differently in
Japan. I heard that instead of under a tree, Christmas
presents are placed near the pillow of the recipient. I
also find the tradition of eating Christmas cake and fried
chicken to be particularly interesting since this is not
something that is widely practiced in any other country
that celebrates Christmas. Since I was young, I have
celebrated Christmas at my aunt and uncle's house.
We always have so much food that we end up eating
leftovers from Christmas for at least 3 or 4 days. My
favorite dish that my family and I eat on Christmas day
is sausage and sauerkraut. Have a Happy New Year!
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