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Assistant Language Teacher
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From Berkeley To Seika

Hello, everyone! My name is Cole Yamada and I
am the new ALT for Seika. I am 23 years old. I am
from Berkeley, California, which is a city of about
120,000 people near San Francisco. Similar to Seika,
Berkeley is known for its friendly population and
environmental consciousness. It is also the home to
one of the best universities in the U.S., UC Berkeley.
My favorite part about Berkeley is its wide diversity
of cultures and food. In the city itself, one can enjoy
foods from Asia, Europe, Africa, and South America.

My hobbies include playing basketball, following
politics, and learning about different cultures.
Aside from basketball, I love all sports! My favorite
sports team in America is the San Francisco Giants.
However, in Japan, I like the Hanshin Tigers! I hope
to go to some games during my stay here.

I studied at the University of California, Santa
Barbara. Here, [ studied political science mainly
focused on the American politics and policy during
the United States recession of 2007.

Many of you are probably curious about me and
my last name. [ am a fourth-generation Japanese
American, which means that my great-grandparents
were the last of my family to be born in Japan before
coming to the U.S. Both my parents and even my
grandparents were born in the U.S., and I only speak
English at home.

This past year, I worked as a Jr. High School
teacher in Oakland, California, teaching Math and
English. I hope that I can use my experiences in the
U.S. to create a connection between Seika's middle
school students, the English Language, and American
culture.

[ hope to get to know you all! I have studied
Japanese for 2 years, but [ want to get much better
at it during my time here! Please feel free to just
approach and talk to me! I want to learn about
Japanese culture and teach you all about American
culture! XA LS BEVWLET,
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Nice to Meet You

Hello, everybody! My name is Allejah Franco, and
I am the new Coordinator for International Relations
here in Seika. In May I graduated from Harvard
University, where I studied U.S. History and Literature,
Government, and Japanese language. After my second
year of college, I had the chance to study abroad in
Kanazawa in the Ishikawa prefecture. While I've lived
in Kanazawa and Tokyo before, [ am very excited to
live in Seika and the Kansai region and hopefully will
pick up some of the Kansai dialect through work.

My hometown is a town called Hayward in
California's San Francisco Bay Area. Hayward has a
beautiful Japanese garden as well as two colleges—
Chabot College and California State University, East
Bay. With a population of about 150,000 people, I've
always felt like I lived in a big town until I came to
Japan. Everywhere I have been I have always been
surrounded by people, and Seika is no different. A
drawback of living in such a big town is that because
I am quite shy, I sometimes have trouble even saying
hello to passerby. So please pardon me if at first I only
nod a friendly “hello” in passing.

Other work in Japan has taken me to a law firm
in Tokyo and Keio University, and it is through these
internships that I have decided to pursue a career
in law that allows me to use Japanese extensively.
Another passion of mine is music, which is also
what I studied mostly from a literary and historical
perspective. U.S. pop music from the 1960s, 1970s, and
1980s in addition to Broadway musicals were my foci.
I hope to share this passion of mine as well as aspects
of Mexican culture with you all. Being Mexican-
American has always been a little complicated for me,
but I am so looking forward to sharing both Mexican
and American culture with all of you!
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