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For most Americans, things associated with
November include fall leaves, Thanksgiving,
and colder weather. For political junkies like me,
however, November has an especially important
status: it is the month of all general elections in the
United States at the federal, state, and (usually)
local levels. The date for such elections is fixed to
the Tuesday after the first Monday in November.

I find observing the differences between
American and Japanese election systems to be quite
interesting. Ironically, despite America's general
lack of centralization (election laws, for instance,
differ by state), there is more uniformity than in
Japan when it comes to election schedules. While
the Japanese Diet's upper house elections are
consistently held in July, the dates for lower house
elections are more variable. Furthermore, these
elections don't necessarily coincide with prefectural
or local elections (which, in turn, are not on the
same date from place to place). This is not to
mention Japan's lack of a president and presence of
multiple political parties, as opposed to two major
parties like in the United States. These differences
are surprising from an American vantage point.

Although I am deeply interested in electoral
politics, my focus is mainly on America. After all,
it is the country where I have spent most of my
life, and the one where I am registered to vote.
However, as a resident of Japan, I truly hope to gain
an understanding of Japanese politics as well. I look
forward to being able to follow Japanese elections
as closely as I do those in the United States.
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