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Aloha, Santa Claus!

Here we are in the home stretch of 2018 and boy

is it cold. No matter how long I live in Japan, I don't
think I'll ever get used to how chilly it gets during the
winter months. On the other hand, the creeping cold
signals the coming of a holiday season sure to warm
your soul. Of course, I'm talking about Christmas!

While originally a Christian holiday, many
Americans celebrate Christmas irreligiously with gift-
giving and spending time with the most important
people in their lives, be it family, friends, or co-
workers. Public areas, shopping malls, and homes
are often decked with seasonal decorations to get
everyone in the Christmas spirit.

Despite being separated from the American
continent, Hawaii residents celebrate Christmas in
a similar way. In addition to the tradition of gift-
giving, one of the most popular Christmas traditions
in Hawalii is going to see the Honolulu City Lights at
Honolulu City Hall. Every year, Honolulu City Hall
is adorned with a large, festive tree on the lawn, a
Santa Claus and Mrs. Claus statue on the fountain,
and other seasonal decorations placed about the city
hall's grounds. The Honolulu City Lights has been
lighting up Christmases in Hawaii for more than 30
years and is a major part of local culture.

From what I've noticed, Christmas in Japan is
celebrated similarly to the America, but to whom the
holiday is geared is atypical. In America, Christmas
is generally tailored for younger audiences, but in
Japan it's a major holiday for couples. In all my years
celebrating Christmas, I have never seen so many
people worrying about having a significant other to
spend the holiday with as I have in Japan!

Whether you celebrate Christmas with your
significant other or by opening presents with your
friends while eating fried chicken and Christmas
cake, remember to stay warm so you can start the
New Year off healthy!
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