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From Bard to Jester:
e Fate of the “Fourth Estat

In my high school government class, my teacher
explained the role of the media in the U.S. political
system. Newspapers, TV news, television—these
media are called the “fourth estate.” Typically, these
sources report about crime, the weather, and of
course politics. Above all, their role in keeping
politicians and government responsible for their
words and actions is indispensable to democracy,
especially because without this institution the masses
would know little to nothing about key policies and
laws that directly affect their lives.

The “media” in one way or another has existed
for centuries. During the Middle Ages, the fourth
estate probably would have been a bard. Given their
talent for spinning stories into beautiful yarns, they
made a living by singing the news essentially.
Another major storyteller of sorts in this time was the
jester. Whether as members of the court or as
individuals trying to earn a wage, jesters were to
entertain all from prince to pauper with jokes and
comedy. Yet that’s all they were: comedians. Both
bards and jesters used to convey a story, yet
ultimately for different reasons.

Considering the rise of words like “alternative
facts” and “fake news” in this post-truth era where
emotional arguments trump all, I cannot help but
feel that the media has been made a fool of. More
precisely, they have been transformed from bard to
jester. Instead of being trusted and vital, they are
now the subject of ridicule and seen as a hindrance
to some politicians. To me, the media does not exist
to simply say “off with your head” when a politician
says something insensitive, incorrect, or illegal. They
report these stories because the voters have a right
to know who represents them and their country.
After all, a vote is the greatest and most egalitarian
form of free speech and is not something to be taken
lightly.
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