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The Expensive Fruit of One's Labor

Although I've lived my entire life in Hawali,
truthfully, there isn’t much I miss about it. One of the
few things I do miss about Hawali, however, is the
fruit. Namely the accessible price!

It didn’t take long to realize that expensive fruit
prices in Japan are the norm. Living in Hawalili,
I was accustomed to being able to buy 0.5kg of
strawberries for $4.00 (450 yen), or a large sized
watermelon for less than $10 (1,100 yen). I find
myself eating less fruit in Japan as fruit is usually
twice as expensive for half the amount.

Apparently, there is a cultural reason to the stark
difference in fruit prices. In Japan, fruit is considered
a luxury product and is often bought as a gift for
special occasions. As such they are grown with
great care and strict attention to color, size, shape,
and other details. Fruit of exceptional quality can
sometimes cost a year’s salary. For example, a pair
of Yubari melons has sold at auction for 3.2 million
yen.

The American attitude toward fruit, on the other
hand, is not as stringent. Farmers endeavor to
produce not only a large amount of fruit, but fruit
that can travel without getting damaged and stay
fresh for a long period of time. The result is usually
big, visually appealing fruit that sacrifices flavor
for cost. However, many Americans do not mind
less flavor if it means cheaper produce. No matter
how good the taste, most Americans could never
be persuaded into buying a small pack of delicious
$10.00 grapes when they can buy a large bag of
average grapes for $4.00.

Speaking of grapes, for the last couple months I've
developed a habit of buying whatever grapes look the
most delicious at the supermarket no matter the price.
It seems I too have been sucked into the world of high
priced fruit!
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