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Here’s to the Ones Who Dream

Last September during a flight from Shanghai to
San Francisco, I was finally able to see some movies
I had missed in the past year. One of these movies
was the movie-musical La La Land (2016). This
musical tells the tale of two people trying to make
their dreams come true in Los Angeles. Mia—the
female lead who works as a barista while auditioning
for movie roles—and Sebastian—the male protagonist
who makes a living through numerous side jobs as a
pianist but dreams of owning his own jazz club
someday—meet by chance and fall in love. Both of
them hold tightly to their dreams and journey
through the ups and downs of life.

One thing I realized while watching this film was
the strong presence of the modern American Dream.
Centuries ago when Europeans first immigrated to
North America after the United States gained
independence, the American Dream was simple.
People from around the world went to the U.S. for
freedom and the chance to own land to start a
family. However, over the years the American Dream
changed in meaning as the amount of available land
decreased. As the U.S. and its citizens became richer,
Americans turned their eyes to fame and riches as
the new American Dream. Books like The Great
Gatsby and films like La La Land emphasize this
reimagined definition.

Yet I don’t think that the core of the original
American Dream ever died. People from all over the
world still look to the U.S. as a place to seek a better
life. While glamor, glitz, and all that glitters may
capture people’s attention more, the American
Dream can still mean different things to different
people. As long as people believe in that possibility
and we do what we can to support them, then the
true American Dream will continue to live on.
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