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When 1 tell people in Japan that I am from Rhode BATIHEMAO—RT7A 5> RNEIEE2726.[F 5 ?%}? TE';J é H :() IH% }é ,:?Ee ;g ﬁ? " ? %
Island, the usual reaction is, "Where's that?" This is ﬂ(it‘\:b‘]t%ﬂ?’)\ﬂélc‘:b‘\%’vb\?@“o ZDRINEBA % & Ji % WH o |, H A 2
not especially surprising, since Rhode Island is not EBVWET, O—R71 S RNERICERTEEL, ; ?; E f(" % % :§_ ® ;% & %\ %)z % ‘;t_ E
especially famous and is barely even visible on some f@I(LJ:D’C(EtE%%EN)EL\&%ZELK S5VVAEWNS TRV A S 557 g -
TF. ULHL. 2EBADERICH THBICEBHA MTERET DM s "R

maps without squinting. However, Rhode Island is
actually the home of a hugely important figure in

¥, v a— - RU—RFOLEMEDTT,

Japanese history: Commodore Matthew C. Perry.

Perry, who was born in Newport, Rhode Island,
is known for his role in opening up Japan to the
outside world after approximately 200 years of
being closed off. Perry's arrival in Japan in 1853
was followed a year later by the Convention of
Kanagawa, which opened up Japan to trade with
America and ended its self-imposed isolation. This
event has dictated the direction of Japanese history
ever since. While Rhode Island may not be a famous
state, it is hard to argue that one of its native sons
did not make a monumental impact on Japan.

This month will mark the 160th anniversary of
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Perry's arrival in Japan. Though both Japanese and )\|\|(:jb\?@}ﬂ%ﬁ%(:@,ﬂ\jéb\ BODOMNABHREEICES N a
Rhode Islanders alike may be unaware, the two 228 -5\ TE 3 TT, O—R715> Rl - b3
places are indelibly linked in history. In the unlikely -5 _g5_SwoHy D24 )L-T7DLEDCELTEAELE %] g L
event that readers of this column should ever meet ¢ ~y—FKOLEMTEEEFZ<DHICE>TEL 5 g
another Rhode Islander, my suggestion is to ask |\, wd, { 7'%'5 E.E
them if they know about Commodore Perry. Either - N — - o my [H
they will be impressed by such knowledge of an NWIAEYY < RAT1=T2 9 %E g
unknown state, or they will be surprised to learn KEO—R7T152 RNEED235%. BFF — =
about their state's impact in Japanese-American 7)%75\59%%8]]%101%%ﬁiﬁ%(cm)t N &1
. . LT85, TREBERBREREIVS — M
relations. Rhode Island may not be famous like S DRIEE [ LHE LNEIMERDE ol
New York or California, but it is my hope that |EwxEvosin @ cOERTIES), Bk - § ;Z;
people learn about its status as Commodore Perry's (F. BREE-HNEB-I3F 7. [BFFEBICE :‘?7&73\(7‘ ) =R X '
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