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Travel Diary: Tottori and Shimane

One Wednesday in March, [ was sitting in my
apartment, digesting that night’s dinner when I saw a
message from a friend. “Do you want to go to Tottori
with me on Sunday?” I decided why not, much to
the surprise of my friend. He worked as an Assistant
Language Teacher (ALT) in Hyogo and also has a
car, which cut our travel time to two hours to reach
the Tottori Sand Dunes. We threw our stuff in his
car on Sunday morning and hit the road, reaching
the sand dunes and the adventure that awaited us.
We fought with the sand, rode camels, and bought
hourglasses with our names etched on them as a
souvenir. (Although, I probably took home enough
sand in my shoes to fill the hourglass.) We then left
for the Conan Museum in Hokuei-cho, a place I
absolutely had to see as a diehard fan of Detective
Conan. I even took a picture in front of the bronze
statue of Conan saying his famous line “There is
always only one truth!”

Two weeks later I found myself boarding a JR
Chugoku bus to Izumo, where another friend works
as a Coordinator for International Relations (CIR).
He and another CIR friend in Hamada-shi promised
to show me around their towns. Unfortunately, we
didn’t get a chance to explore much since they both
had work throughout the weekend, but we at least
made it to Izumo Taisha and got to admire the
former Taisha Station that is still there from when JR
ran through Izumo. Together, these two trips made
me excited to journey and see more places in Japan
in the near future.
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