A
)
213

oLt = St S 0PSOV} RS R

~F

NR-AE-TR—BAO-F 2R

LA O -SRI
O—FST-HOosmRmoe FO

—\a ! o O 8 Dl s et

N

-2
o
e

w2

3w~

< SRHHED Y
) [S8t] — N\ /T

(B

<
. & it O o} i it Rt B HF

aull
=3

(MO Fr &

aS ) \N—J—0O>) oo
g
CRISSHOMS F U9 C

2§

SEEN
RO

(@)

,—ou
Mw.In
[CVEntHEEE | @MW

>
(RN G 1SN
AL O S ) TR SR

) g o
S EF-BH

=
8
SR
m

SmhEEE
FWF-RAZED—-T5
2 3

IIVIEINIS ST b

dl"8roj0Ayj2id@uaoy
-IWRUIW-0Y-UIYSeWRAY] - ro
—pro—NJE—~oo0o-JE
N\ i e S 5 S R i = S Sk

HPSLTO NIk

2§

FRWRR-T—FR o=
ZmRmoe  Fm

KEDHHT - MRS V19, C
o

T3t
F=ONIm

Sk
o

M CBASI N < J FiREEE AN

(et BEES oot or i .\ w\
—J I pUSNe § oS

(@O

o— QEN\ [STHCIHHORK
—QUR>— S EHEE

BTN
e

odno
(DL B S REFOI) FAN

—Ymorrt N\ N\
HIBME—ZM

N B#O (SFE—\Q \ o Hmop
FSELEH A | e

-

oS R
Fotd
NS

U0 —

— AR\ RSH RS R R e

o ) NI O S AIBUE T A R
—FH-BA - RR-PEHD
w

O-HS MBI ,d0©
T N

ok Nr <] < et -
BOSAt O sutSr A« S

HONNY TR OIS

(b Saten

STV C) PN TERE

NOoo — JEOoWwoN — Y
BN\ =\ \ R DR B o S R ]

3§

R TN
MONRI©o K
[~HpXFIlLE

10 RN IARRT Ul e NP R = =1

— QS
~VIONFIES TS 3OS BN

t- ~PBHR-RPF
it T
-—EE—\

JJI9r CHCat

Z
INF AT AP O oo

I
(40 O3 BN [ BIENE - o0

=

- AR RO -FRO
Jano

OHWITED
Sf

of
0t

i

(E3NS

[~EHES =)
ot = —=t% 9

BOMHIO [N J A ER
AOANAH A U riehe

(v BT i 2B 84 RF ot | ©

o

i b

—VURTRSE S

o)
ol
O

OIS AN N
- IS

- L

Bt [(©—0) HBF NN
- i

20 - JIBHEHE

SN MEwNrIEN SN—C\/Eu

vl
&t

SOSFCT O RN 0

SO EHSOMRIIE Mgt
W —AUR>-—SE W

H iRt

=
TN
R

SSHEBa =
F-BADOLIS

S\ D S
DS
SR

—
—
N

38 § ¥
BB 5 )Y @
30 '437 rag
7 9 ﬁﬁv =
B 0
v 2 om
I T
% 5
,f
i -
3 ==
% =
s _—
EH$%EW7§E?§@
#ﬂg@ﬁtt“i%
A, TEBREZD
SEHED S #
A G =
Sﬂw%% %fﬁ
L BHEE Ei
®w e K =R 2
2EEY UH
E@v% T W
L N B R P
K ¥ Al 3 T
BETcaEAMNE
9l XIAEERM
7H DA Z
Om&EE TR W
- 0 55 i Wt
E290=1ICHE
RN = N I N 5
B 195 X E
# B3R R
= (7@% ﬁﬁﬁ
2] T D =
2L B3
b & &
308 7= = &
DB D) 1 fE
b/\“ 9%
Bal 9F
T = =
B kR ®
0N h ]
T TE i
% S 53]
1 %
B /
{ i}
2 95
B '
S-l—.-
22 1
%Dll‘i 2
T 0
77 &l 0
’DI
;gg i
o 7 3
x | 9
0w S 4
*
?A

AT

K3
e

2

NS AN et

HOC o © N SCABE I oS H
2 Ot S F T A SCHBBIT N BRI - IS

(M@= > W) Fw
VO et

PSR -BAESMRImo FO

4

Bt

t

MRS e

RS A HO
SRS -

PR MERO—FE—RBH - RF—aR
@

o 2 NI SH AlEi o it O

Ne]

o (TR ok kL
B RHY - Hiir—

\ R i St O 885 & S, S 2 St
SRS

OF « MVTHINCOERHH
HER RSB B AL\ —\

Hit

t

amyEm
=t

5\—_\
HANTS S —aln

—o~vo-Yg -

>kt

S
ST

B>
SOTAMERS

<=}
(TN
HE

%

COESHE) A&

i
Fude INIRINES I RS

2> O O BT R
BFR - RE-FO

Enr s
oz

—— U7\ 2 - oiHF

)
=i

e
P

Tape

=]}
%=

oIS At A S Z AR 3%

oo A

RE K OHHE « MESEOR < 01 or CIE
MBS O FMEHN T —F

s

3
e

(

BRI < U il
ANNYCIEA S NG X S

&R
ot

=
M MU RN S H
S TSm0

HOAIHTR SRR
g g

27 |September

The Land of Mascots

In Japan, there’s a mascot for everything. From
cities, to businesses, and even the government,
mascots play a major part in spreading awareness,
and help promote products, tourism, public services,
and many other things. As an American, I was
surprised to see mascots take such an important role
In Japanese society.

Yuru-kyara, a type of mascot, are not as prevalent
in America as they are in Japan. Most of the well-
known mascots belong to sports teams or popular
brand-names. Brand-name mascots often exist only
in their product and have no physical presence to
parade around. Sports team mascots, on the other
hand, often have a character suit that a person can
put on to perform for the crowd at a game.

What surprised me most was the utilization
of mascots in the public sector. Every major city
and some small towns and even villages in Japan
have mascots that promote economic activity and
community development. A number of them have
become so famous that they’re known outside of
Japan as well (Kumamon from Kumamoto and the
unofficial mascot of Funabashi, Funassyi, come
to mind). Even the Japanese government employs
mascots to promote their public services, like Maina-
chan, who spreads information about the My Number
system.

Personally speaking, I don’t think using mascots
would work in America as promotion tools because
too many people think them to be odd and silly. A
municipality that advertises with a mascot would
probably not be taken seriously by the public. I hope
there’s an American city out there that’s looking into
using mascots to promote their city. I'd be excited to
see how effective it is!
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