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A School in Boston
[ dislike revealing where I went to college when
[ first meet someone. While I know that doing so
is unavoidable in some cases, when possible I try

to avoid mentioning it. When asked where I went
to school, I say a school in Boston. Normally, that
answer warrants a follow-up question: Where in

Boston?
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My answer : Well, not Boston but Cambridge.

Their slightly irritated response :

you go to?

Once this metaphorical floodgate is opened,
smart if you went there. What’s your 1Q? How

the entire conversation changes.

did you get in?” I have never taken an IQ test so I
cannot answer that, and the admissions process is a
mystery to everyone except people who work at the

My reluctant answer : Harvard.
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admissions office. Yet the conversation topic is not

”

“

all that changes. In the instant that [ say “Harvard,
[ am also a son, a Mexican-

a Coordinator for International Relations,

”

identity is more complex than that. I

Harvard.
a huge fan of fans. In my mind, the

“

’

, I am synonymous with Harvard.

However,

it’s as if that word then totalizes my identity. In that
am not just

last thing I am is a graduate of Harvard University,
but that is a part of my identity. In thinking about

a bibliophile,

instant
American
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identity, there is often a trap that one trait dominates
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the whole image. Once this happens, stereotypes and
assumptions tend to fill in the rest. Before rushing
headlong into this trap, whether it be a neighbor or a
stranger in town, we should not let ourselves totalize
the identity of another person based on one identity
that is easily inferred or that is more prominent.
After all, it is the multifaceted crystalline structure of
identity above all that is the most beautiful part of

any human being.
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