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A Library of One’s Own

In my younger and more vulnerable years, a
certain book series imparted with me what I consider
one of life’s greatest joys. That joy is the feeling
of being in a library. The series called A Series of
Unfortunate Events by Lemony Snicket comprised of
thirteen novels and followed three orphans as they
moved from guardian to guardian good and evil alike
after their parents died. Amidst their misfortune and
strife, each book featured a library of some sort—
whether it was a library of legal books or simply a
collection of documents, letters, and records from
decades past. Each library also varied in size from
entire rooms to a mere bookshelf.

As such, since I was a child I have always
yearned to have a magnificent library of my own. In
elementary school, I collected novels and series like
Harry Potter to line my room’s empty spaces. When
[ got a bookshelf later in high school, I moved my
library to the shelves, always adding more books
from The Great Gatsby to Gone with the Wind.
College also expanded my non-fiction library with
books on constitutional law, statistics, and food
science. Over the years [ have amassed a great
fortune from this library—namely, a fortune not only
of stories, but one of universal life lessons. Upon
graduating, I was able to add a bit of myself to this
library: my sixty-seven thesis on West Side Story and
assimilation to post-World War Two America.

But where is my library now that [ am here in
Japan? I actually brought some of my books with me,
all written in Japanese. While I only had four books,
they also vary widely from an Isaka Kotaro novel
called OAh! Father to books on Japanese politics and
the national security bills
passed in September 2015.
I've always considered myself
a voracious reader, but these
books constantly teach me
new words and phrases. I
truly hope that they continue
to challenge me as I build a
library of my own in the years
to come.
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