(5

B xmB = Wb zghaEg 1 B i
HAzE RIIR = 11@05:&@%%5?&%&%% @Eﬁlg%_'_'_‘ &
x Z L z IBRIRBIB o =5 [O%:: il &
%m%ﬁéu@ OfZENZN T RE12 = A BE .
EXT s P A SECBSrE GemieH . & o
NEss Lo M Roorpmt BN E 218 = e 1
TRcatT o FOCSE M2 Mg PN A
sclpy = BoEL 4 cEZDE A W T <
BEA K G P cospill 547 . & e <
B & od BETE 2R E N R  DiE N
= U THFI koW -8 5 S5 3010 -+ Eiva) '
tEF s Joomk - WERT 7 B == & a0 ]
55 LEaness & ol e 3
° NN @) P = <
| B S F | H-m»r O0D %® “ Tn |
U@ +
& L :
g
BHEIJEATLUR 2H3E & HFEasETBHERBH 56& b4
AU ABELREMEBR &= VS BURAREEZR D B 7
MY T D& 30 W7 | XKEE - BFLE RE 3D\
E_ A B HER =512 K o 2B 2B Eg B U )
OB RXAME B =T B i 0B 78 ;30 == CH ‘
A a7 W og 21 By 3EJB . FT1R25ELA
HY &&EA # x%x B g O0@BRASm/, AT783%#
= _%)lﬁj ES i N 31@ 'E@@éﬁﬁ:12ﬁﬁjﬁff
T BT DR L PE m%?ﬁ"\g%&“EF‘ﬁétZ“
D & 1% B ] B PE TNED E2Nz@T
F ED 8 g, 1D |y EEESRFERORE
= i s < B ES 69Cy - lkcE&E .- xg
F i a B 30 Y 81 25MED ®WikIC
il 3o 65 & 9 iF = 6 / Nz H X
4B . * IR
8 T W wm & PE 2m °®/py - g A B
L HY s BERPABRELVSER T YBE@E 57 @ (B
BB I DRAETUSEROIMEE LM 0OF &5 SEHAREYRKE 30
EECOF 1 FRIEBEEL Ik B ceBEYoRER /BB H
JECE20E 18 AR SABELER = JHMER X | WE G
mia A 02® A 0 _“EMgEENsE A 7% | WERNISECT T
BaHXBBO L = BEEXLEEUVEHE J RENMEE | BR L
B wE0 B £ xFa I B & - Wi | vm1ED |
Syl b =2 & IR s =5 = 0)y554gg9§1té:q:
ImsAL,/, L EZ ovx @ 20 AZ |§|9;5|*ﬂaoa%c,é
280V20R £ B RIE LU 236 U m1HE7 ~ZE4483"F
4 & B g A TEUE =@ omsy LA S_E3NE FEA ]
- X B oK BV Hz:m -3 £7F S El T UEssy °F
& & £ B8 2Ly L TAH A- mEits DBALT S
B EZ D5 Dl ®F H23 C UBHEBAETHUE 5
T >0 ¥ & TzN EBEAa 108 SN VE - IV I
BAFEBmfgERBEE VDT ¥ B OBEEMNE 3H
Z5%BFLRAEEAME 57T Lt - 1m9§§¥ﬁﬂ%;xl:fﬁb§ﬁﬁﬁﬂ§§ﬂé
S 61 WVWIEH = # 0% p 1k 2431 B C Y DBAAR 30 H
o | SBEZRSAEFITI2 L L 5k - oxgﬁimt%9$uQMﬁ%h
ST 1pt 0BFLWA SBZHA | VR pEF-CHB _SeE
Selpm |l mOS0BE £2%n 7 07 BpI - zrsmsemm 1 B
210w bEBBEAZAEG NET Y T UTweT20EHs R A Bl
56 S FER O28BT FEYx 8fIma= g T TgER 12 3
BUMERGY, @Z® 28 EL b | ZRBE IR - wFEm O &
%'QO?_@(CCF@ v7“52% L\jjﬁg,l-/ 1 3%5%:5_[5%\,5:':472@5 @& =
o 5o 5 T8 2B EZ 9 NRECFApES N F =
>0z oL 1 BT g 4EX 48 1 FF %
352228 ZB L3135 BT Cw Tosh
~ < R < 1 N B C By =
571 m °A g% ST U . OHv M6 4F ;
@40/ 2 A E {458 Y 17 BFEFeBATH 7 AANNEERBE 18 12H
3F RKROBEMmIDIE | () 0L LFKRAEBEYIS | LBEZER - KREMER g 4
| RIF LA & Y 0L EFE307 "M+ A 3 T & & 1=
n2ENYN-B8 12 5, 4 DEHERI _STRO1 £ o 12 @mls
I A TR = LA T 5 LSFEISEDg < A %h
5K m=—)asyg 18 =8 t'@¢F1ZU%?ﬁ7°gT\\$§(:é’|087j‘ﬁ o 18 E 3
8% =&y B WF >xeBY)moNcagdo AER = H &
18 mErNHT 6 = SO84AHzY ®wa2HBEPm £ & @ ;
S8 zplLUsT F F lcwbaged " nEls £ o 1 Y
w497 #® . S C3WNBES E M D Al A
/o g2 5 1% 0 - | 3 9 % m% s H yal | 10 >
W =T 765 B /~Nlce &E&m YEBE & =~ 15}
IJH|—|7“ 9: [ A ANG . i) e ?&
7 fELT12Z & - 0o BT 23 2 £ N B g =
4 BALTHE T b 2 ‘Bl AR Ovh B ' = %
25 |December

If at First You Don't Succeed,

Fail, Fail Some More

One lesson I have had etched in my mind time
after time from my time in Japan is that culture is
something you have to fail at in order to learn. What
[ mean by this is that no matter how much you learn
in a classroom, that textbook or teacher cannot even
scratch the surface with all of the norms and social
conventions at play, especially those tied up in
language. When it comes to Japanese, this difficulty
with socio-linguistic culture baffles everyone from
Americans like me to even Japanese people. This
may shock you, but the hard part isn’t actually the
respectful or humble language for me. The most
difficult thing is actually knowing when the switch to
a more casual speech style is okay.

Indeed, respectful and humble speech is
something you can get from a textbook and may
be difficult to remember. Knowing when to use
certain phrases may be a bit hard given that every
situation is different, but these nuances can be more
easily learned with seeing how people around you
speak. The switch to casual speech varies greatly
from person to person. I've met some people who
switched after a few weeks, some after a few
months, and some who still use polite speech with
me.

My philosophy in grappling with this bit of
unknown culture with my coworkers and friends is
somewhat similar to the golden rule. I choose to be
like a mirror and reflect the same speech style in
which I am spoken to or translate a polite version of
English. With my superiors, I tend to do the latter,
however this does not mean that I understand the
complexities of this cultural norm. Nevertheless,
a lesson that keeps me going is that if at first you
don’t succeed, keep failing until you get it right. Of
course, there are sometimes not so clear answers
for why things are done the way they are outside
of a so-called “native speaker’s sense” even if
you fail a hundred times. In spite of this, failure in a
sense is the only way to really cement these cultural
differences and master the unknown.
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