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To the Untrodden Unknown
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Kyoto and Oklahoma

This year marks the 30th anniversary of Sister
State-Prefecture Agreement between Kyoto and
Oklahoma as well as the 10th anniversary of the
Sister City Agreement between Seika and Norman,
OK. T am happy to say that I have seen the positive
effects in both Oklahoma and Kyoto.

In the winter I had the opportunity to visit some
elementary schools, and [ was very pleased to see
letters from students in Oklahoma hanging on the
walls. 1 have seen it in Kameoka and my hometown
of Stillwater, Oklahoma as well.

Many of my friends who went to elementary
school in Oklahoma have memories of writing those
letters and also of hearing traditional Japanese
stories, and they often tell me how much they loved
them.

Of course, it is not just effects on education, but
on lifestyle as well. My hometown, which is in a
rural area by the way, has four Japanese restaurants,
a truck that sells Okonomiyaki, and a grocery store
that exclusively sells goods from Japan, Korea and
China. Also, all of my friends know how to use
chopsticks.

Since I moved here, I have been very pleased to
see the wonderful friendship between Kyoto and
Oklahoma and I look forward to see it strengthening
in the future as well.
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