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The Word "Gaijin"

In Japan, the word "gaijin" is used frequently to
refer to people from other countries. In my opinion,
most Japanese people use the word "gaijin" without
any negative meaning behind it. It is simply an
easier way of saying the word "foreigner" which
admittedly is a little bit difficult to say. However,
did you know that some foreigners do not like to be
called "gaijin"?

There are various reasons for this. Some
foreigners feel that abbreviating "gaikokujin" to
"gaijin" is disrespectful. Others simply think that it is
a derogatory term. In my opinion, the biggest reason
though is because of the way that the word "gaijin"
is used.

Often times when I am riding the train or walking
around a crowded city street like in Osaka, 1 will
hear people say things like "That is really gaijin-like"
or "Are you a gaijin?" usually as an expression to
show that something is strange or someone is doing
something strange.

For me, even though I don't mind being called
"gaijin" hearing things like that still bother me. It
makes me feel like some Japanese people think being
a "gaijin" is a bad thing. I know those people don't
actually believe that, but I can definitely understand
why other foreigners don't like being called "gaijin".

In the end, a "gaijin" is someone that is not from
Japan, and there are 7 billion people living outside
of Japan, so "gaijin-like" means you are similar to 7
billion people. I guess we are all human!
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