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So Long, Farewell
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The time has come for me to reveal what some may
already know: as of last month, I have left Seika
and am now working at the Shizuoka Prefectural
Office. This column will provide the coda to the past
two years of my life. I arrived in Seika fresh out of
college, and I leave having gained rich experiences
that will serve me in my new life.

Naturally, during my time in Seika, I greatly
improved my Japanese abilities and learned more
about Japanese culture. What really made being
here worthwhile, though, was the people. The
kindness that the people of Seika have shown me,
including gestures both grand and minor, have had
a big impact on me. From the beginning of my time
here, the residents of Seika have reached out to
me, opened up their homes to me, showed interest
in me, and gone out of their way to make me feel
welcome. I am truly touched by all of the things that
everyone here has given me.

Of course, I am excited about my new
beginning in Shizuoka, and I look forward to many
more adventures. No matter what happens, though,
I will never forget all of the wonderful experiences
I have had here. I hope that I have made a positive
influence on your lives, even if it is only a fraction
of that which you have made on mine. Thank you,
Seika, and take care.
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