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Saint Patrick’s Day

Continuing with the theme of different holidays
and events celebrated in the United States, I will be
writing about Saint Patrick’s Day this month. I was
very surprised to learn that Japan also celebrates Saint
Patrick’s Day, so I would like to share why and how
Saint Patrick’s Day is celebrated in the United States.

Saint Patrick’s Day is held every year on March
17th to celebrate the anniversary of the death of
Saint Patrick. Saint Patrick’s Day was originally
celebrated as a day of religious feast in Ireland since
the 9th or 10th century to honor the contributions
that Saint Patrick made in bringing Christianity to the
island. However, the way that Saint Patrick’s Day is
celebrated in the United States today is much different
than when it was initially observed in Ireland.

When Americans think of Saint Patrick’s Day, they
think of huge parties or events that celebrate Irish
culture. Many parties involve everyone wearing green,
the color associated with Irish independence, and
eating traditional Irish food such as shepherd’s pie
or corned beef and cabbage, and of course, a lot of
drinking. While my family does not typically celebrate
this holiday by going to a party, we do enjoy eating
corned beef and cabbage on this day. It is one of my
favorite meals to eat!

Although Saint Patrick’s Day is an Irish holiday
there is record that the first Saint Patrick Day Parade
actually took place in America, not Ireland. This is
because of the large number of Irish immigrants who
came to the United States. During this time, Irish
immigrants wanted to create a way to unify their
community while also showing patriotism towards
their home country. This tradition of using parades
to celebrate Saint Patrick’s Day has been carried on
since that time. Today, more than 100 Saint Patrick’s
Day parades are held across the United States with
the largest being held in New York City and Boston.
The Chicago River is even dyed green every year in
celebration of Saint Patrick’s Day.
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