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|0ne Man's Trash is Another Man's Treasurel

Recently, "eco" things have become very popular. Eco-

bags, eco-cars, and eco-points, eco is everywhere you look. Jizxzas—, TaAKRf Vb, EZRMEVWTHIZITT,

I don't know how much the eco boom connects to | —PTIT— AN ENHWEHREIC

L FHADS HATIEFIII IS L VI LI EN—DH ) F

protecting the environment, but there is one thing in Japan :

: To %ﬂi AHMmORGETT o HAR, SFICHAIZTTE

that is exceptionally eco; the selling of old junk. Japan, and : , 1
: 1 N Z

Kyoto in particular, has fantastic antique markets and : *'R E””Fﬁ% JHA TN a T % V) ¥, MDD
secondhand stores. At these places you help protect the

environment through buying recycled products, and : CEIEH OIS E AT E T, FIE RS E A
thanks to Japan's long history and culture you can always W pE ° .

find really interesting things. I've picked up old Go boards,
Daruma figures, farm tools, clothes, and other fun stuff.

But one thing T have not seen any of in Japan are Garage

sales. Garage sales are, as the name implies, sales families

hold out of their garages or yard where they sell their old :

not strange to see quite a number of handmade signs

advertising these sales. They have become such a part of REDOIALD I > T F o MW EWHESH 9 7
American culture that they appear in TV shows like "Full J=x=7 v bRUVFA 7V ay TLiEosT L —V
House" and "That '70s Show." Unlike flea markets or : N g
secondhand stores, which carry more popular products S %\gﬂ\/@j—ﬁs‘ .

' : L FET, BRI, BElESRRO NI ALY M) T
garage s.ales can have abs'olutely anything. Now, most of FRRDY T 7 AERE ST E | 7ms
these things don't seem like anybody would actually buy

them, but there's always the chance to find something
great. My brother for instance, stumbled across a civil war
drum and a Victorian style couch.

But my favorite thing about garage sales is that you get

a peak into the story of the family holding the sale. By

looking at what the family is selling and chatting with PSR OERIC N Z e TEE T, 7

them a bit, you can see their history. What they once found

AT E, RS

important, and what they find important now. You almost
E D, FEDOTTANRT EENDFORER AN LT AZ &

always get to hear a great story, even if you don't buy

anything.
Buying used products not only has a positive 1mpact on

| ®maAOTHRAOADE |

Bl (23] e T RELTVET, Ta/Ny
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or unwanted things. Going into town on the weekend, it's L DY FTA, TL=2F= VT [TUNTA] R [y

708> 2 — | HEDOFLEFRMO—HEHICH T 513 L,
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the environment, but it also lets you connect to the
history of that object. If I buy an old Go board at a
flea market, I get to touch that board's history, and
similarly, if I buy a teddy bear at garage sale, I keep
that teddy bear and its story alive. Buying new
things can be nice, but I think something with a little

history can be so much more meaningful.
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7B URL : http://seikalife.blogspot.com/
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