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|"Do you believe what you see on TV?“|

Perhaps no invention has more effect on people's way of
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positive or a negative way. And that's why I'm so :
interested in how foreigners are portrayed on Japanese

thinking than television. The programs, characters, and
even commercials have a power to affect people in either a

television.

commercials, appearing as panelists in news programs,

but in Japan, foreigners are over-represented if anything.

models can sometimes have a negative effect on foreigners
in Japan. I bristle when I see foreigners on TV speaking

know that it enforces the idea that foreigners can't speak
Japanese well. And since television has so much influence,
foreigners on TV end up representing all foreigners, and
many Japanese seem quick to lump the foreigners they see

if you went to a foreign country, and every time you leave
the house having someone point at you and said, "Hey, it's
Egashira 2:50!" because you are Japanese.

| rFvETRATEEELETS

. ) o § £A
and playing around on variety shows. This is very DI
interesting to me, as in America the complaint is often that

television doesn't accurately reflect America's diversity, | 322 ZENH N T HIZIX, TLETHEADG L SO E

CVWEEOREOHARETHELTVWIOERET, L, 4

However, I worry that many of these characters and | EAZHAZELX LFICHEELVE V) A4 A=V MAF T2
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broken Japanese with terrible pronunciation, because I | £<¢ dHA AL, 7L ETRAVEA & EBIZEIIEAE
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on TV with the foreigners they see in real life. For FEL| b biad XS N c Liihsed Cd. BAILE
instance, look at Bob Sapp and Bobby Ologun, both famous § "=~ ° . - H e ;P ° ‘“ﬂ .
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famous black men in Japan. So for many black men living in | % &> b LHLLNIHENAT > Ty HARANZAS L) BT

Japan, whenever they go outside they hear someone say HMOBCAZ [H b, LHEH2:5072 ! | Lffksahics, &
"Hey, it's Bobby!" or "Hey look, Bob Sapp!" I don't think
there is any malice behind this, but it can be incredibly :

frustrating to be lumped in with someone, simply because | PFZH I ) L LTWw5 L) TT, FiZ, SHEAD/ SR T —

of the color of your skin. For example, how would you feel
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However it is not all bad. Recently many shows seem to | 4 +. X510, KEBGOB SISy 2L DL bR
be giving a voice to foreigners. In particular there is a : LT LA TE I EHAREAD T s LA
certain popular show where a panel of foreigners talk 53‘;5’ b i\T - o

about their home countries' cultures and way of life, and :

the guests range from amazingly fluent to intermediate : _. R - . i} R
and show all levels of Japanese ability. And the since the PHENGPEEECE T, & L2 FTF, B R2F LA

foreign guests are from a wide variety of countries, you L COHARADRETE LWL 12,

really get a sense of all the different types of people and L MEIAERET DI TRD Y T8 Ao
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Even though foreigners make up barely 1% of the : 7 He

popition oan, vatch oven 10 inutes o foynese TV 9. o B LSO 0TE A
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cultures out there. Additionally, celebrities like
American born manzai-comedian Pa-kun show that
with study, foreigners can even become fluent
enough to perform manzal.

The one thing I want you all to remember is that
the foreigners on TV are actors, models, and
entertainers. Just like how someone like Beat
Takeshi doesn't accurately represent Japanese
people, neither do those foreigners on TV represent | ,
us. _
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