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Thanks for reading!

This month brings me to my final article for Hanasou. It is

hard to believe that I have only been living and working in
Seika for two years, as I have learned so much about Japan and
myself during my short stay. I will never forget the valuable
experiences and wonderful people I have met.

While I had previously spent a year in Tokyo as a
university student, I was really thankful for the opportunity to
live in a more traditional town rich in culture like Seika, where
I could experience things like the Igomori Festival. It took
some effort getting used to the local dialect, but by living in
these two very different places I have come to appreciate the
multifaceted people, language, and culture of Japan even more.

I would have to say that it has been the people I have met
and worked with which has made living and working in Seika
such a fantastic experience. I have been fortunate enough to
meet people of all ages, from elementary school children to the
elderly at the Kashinokien Day Center, and share stories about
our cultures. At international events, I have been able to cook
and play games while interacting with residents. As an
employee of the town office, I have learned much about
Japanese work ethic and about Seika itself. The people I have
worked with have all been very hospitable. Living in Japan
alone with no family, they have been there when I needed help
or just a home cooked meal. I am indebted to them for the
kindness and support they have shown me.

The time I have spent here has definitely been one of the
most important learning experiences of my life, since most of
my life until now has been spent in schools and this was my
first real full time job. I am glad that this experience was in
Seika. In return, I hope I was able to contribute something to
this town. I look forward to meeting again in the future. Thank

you for reading.
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