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Wild Weather

Leading up to the month of June, I have been hearing a lot
of talk about the rainy season here in Japan. This has made
me think about the weather in my home state of North
Carolina and its similarities and differences to the weather
here in the Kansai area. In this month's article, I would like
to take the time to talk a little bit about the weather in North
Carolina.

The climate in North Carolina is quite appealing, and is a
large reason why so many people move to live in the area.
While the mountainous western region is comparatively
cool, and the coastal region in the east is comparatively
warm, overall the state has four distinct seasons and can be
compared to the Kanto region of Japan. Winters become
freezing cold but it rarely snows in places other than the
mountains. Summers are very humid, making the air thick
and muggy, almost like you could cut through it with a
knife. Heavy downpours and thunderstorms are a regular
occurrence throughout summer nights, but unlike Japan,
North Carolina does not have a rainy season, per-say.

One of the things that makes North Carolina's weather
unique are the frequent visits by tropical storms and
hurricanes. For people living in the eastern coastal region,
hurricanes and the destruction they bring are something to
be feared. For the most part, the rest of the state just has to
endure heavy rain and strong winds. However, in 1999,
Hurricane Floyd carried enough power that it traveled
inland and caused extensive damage throughout the state,
including at my parent's house. Four or five pine trees on
our lot fell over, one of which fell on top of my brother's
car and the front porch of our house. Luckily no one was
injured, but it did take a while to repair the damage.

Tropical storms come to North Carolina multiple times a
year, but destructive hurricanes like Floyd come only once
every three or four years. Still, hurricanes have influenced
and helped shape North Carolina, from the geography to the
architecture of the houses, and even pop culture. It is said
that over the years, the crashing waves from hurricanes
have helped to form North Carolina's unique, maze-like
coast of inlets and capes. If you visit the coast, you will
notice that all of the houses look different than the others
throughout the state. Similar to houses in Southeast Asia,
they are all built elevated upon stilts to protect from
damage in the case of a flood. Even the professional
hockey team in the capital city of Raleigh is named the
Hurricanes! So while tropical storms and hurricanes are a
dangerous, wild force of nature, I can not help but think
North Carolina just wouldn't be the same without them.
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