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Spring is in the air!

Hello everyone! Are you enjoying spring so far? I am
certainly enjoying everything a lot more thanks to the extra
sunlight at the end of the day. This time of the year, there
is no other place in the world I would rather be than Japan.
April brings with it my favorite part of Japanese culture,
cherry blossom viewing. However, there are many fun
events throughout April that we celebrate in America as
well, and I'd like to take the opportunity to introduce two of
them to you.

As most of you probably know, the first is a strange
tradition where people play practical jokes on each other on
April first. This day is known as April Fool's Day. People
may simply tell a white lie to get some kind of reaction
from a friend, others pull elaborate pranks that may take
weeks to prepare. Either way, the whole point is to try and
make someone feel surprised, panicked or embarrassed.
Most people take these pranks with a grain of salt, and join
in with the laughter when the truth is revealed, but my older
brother has always been bitter about April Fool's Day. His
birthday just happens to be April 2nd, so he made an easy
target for pranks trying to fool him about his birthday and
grew tired of the tradition. I quickly gave up trying to fool
him, because as anyone else with a big brother surely
knows, you learn real fast not to push their buttons too
much!

The second is an educational program known as “Take
Our Daughters and Sons to Work Day” which takes place
on the last Friday of April. This day revolves around a
parent taking their elementary school-aged child to work
for one day in order to expose them to various career
opportunities. However, up until 2003, this day was known
only as “Take Our Daughters to Work Day,” so I was
never able to participate as a child. I remember being
jealous of all the girls who were allowed to miss a day of
school to watch and learn what their mother or father did at
work. I remember thinking that it must have been fun to
watch your parent at work, to be able to see them in a
different role than a mother or father. Despite not being
able to participate, I do recall having fun at school enjoying
the unusual atmosphere of a class full of boys.

While I have spent a year living in Tokyo, this is my first
time living in Japan as a working member of society.
Unlike America, I have noticed that spring in Japan brings
with it many changes that occur in society which seem to
mimic the new beginning in nature. I look forward to
visiting elementary school kids as they start their new
school year, meeting new colleagues as the next fiscal year
begins, and last but not least, having picnics with friends
underneath cherry trees. I hope you all have a sunny and
enjoyable April as well!
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