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One aspect of America that often seems to surprise BEAANSEZOENEKHECA TSI EEF KBET
people I talk to in Japan is the breadth of legislation — WA ZERDBLITYT . XETIE. BEEEH S

that is passed at the state level. In America, while ERBEERACEEABLEDHH U ETH. F/N—F
some standards such as voting age and drinking age

are the same across the country, each state sets its
own laws on matters from license plate design to
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marriage eligibility. While Japanese prefectures do WEIH RBEDNEENDE. HEVBLDBLOTE F e T H & %@
pass their own separate laws, I get the impression 7FWAERZFET, % ﬁé E3 ; g = :CD § %—
that there is much less variation in this respect WEDEWVE. HRCHESNDRIDTT . MPBEAIIC LWEWETAE D z &
among Japanese prefectures than among American L5 TEAHZE(FVWZ. KETEEHD EEXERE z 'é; ;ﬁ ’% E' %‘ IE %
states. . LTEW. MOERE U TRET BANMBLHVET . K iy S5 m
This disparity between the two countries also gy g mme Lvon, 2 < OEHEFHUE SrET o 2 %50
seems to manifest itself in society. While there of e oAb e 2 NS = =+ 2\ 5 i D F
course exists variation on a state and individual ~PICHFDERICECOBALOZEDRSNET SO B % R T
level, a significant number of people in America LRBTHUEBHS. PEHSTRELHFEL TNSEE :1:) é ﬁ; ?;f l({:) OT)
identify not only with their country, but with their ZX5N2ZENTT . BAADGAN THEIDEERR >3 IE & ‘ z o
state as well. An extreme instance of this led to #%E3Z&(EH2ZOTIN. B<EHEBLEHAKBFERL g 7;: i’ 7]%@ 2 <01)
the Civil War, by far America's bloodiest conflict ¢ pwErLNEBOET, Dz 5 HEoA % &
:(})1 date, i? Wliiglthe sott;lt'he}rln statesdselceded fror.rz R OTEEDENCEAADE T, KEDMEBADER E s > H [0
e country. ou is happened long ago, it . .- T T _
is reﬂectiveyof an idfology thafFI) believe cint?nues Eﬁgﬁ%%ﬂﬁbbb\%ﬁléb\aﬁu\?jc’ %\)H EBERTR(- YA~ WA Thd ‘d‘
to exist (albeit in a far less pernicious form) today. IRBERBCRER. LIVEE. TNTNORGSIET ? .;g. % §- g Eﬁﬁ g i g -
I do notice a similar prefectural identity among HHNET. TNE KBICHEVWTHEARCHNTE, & SIS ﬁ ik ' 9 1 X 5_)
some Japanese people, but for better or for worse, it TEEL\«_tttub\iTﬁ, ﬂ% Zg 7,_% z ’ Eé R %
does not seem as pronounced as some Americans' — [E]KENDIE:E, 9 # %ﬁ A = T F g
. . : H S
allegtl)ancg to their respective hom§ states. (RILAEYY « 251 —F> E|3 E ' % ;% g L]\ 2
espite the aforementioned differences between \_\ 0% % iz E I Ep
America and Japan, both American states and ?g;;;g];\?&@ﬁé@iéﬁéagi % i ; 7% 7;: 7? }( 5
3 B = = -
Bl 2% faa
: iy ) £V HEA
unique, be it a famous dish, a special product, or a ERIEDSERAETOER TS, Mk | W A < 5 = z K P
historical landmark. Whether in Japan or America, (F. BREE - BB D3 F 7 [BARBICEEZZN TS " e/, Z/ 7% g é% ﬁf g ;5: % j?
that, in my opinion, is something to be celebrated. (FD BLmBRVET | ) F— L\*s?ﬁitiz.:. 31¢Fsﬁn t n T HT [ =S
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