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Minority Musings <A Y51 —Ei% B % ctoh & £ 2
Living in Japan for an extended period of time BARCRAFET S E. KBAELTOBESEFCDL " IE'EIJ] § g i % L E
has provided me with many opportunities to re- TEREIZENTEKZAHIET. ZOPTAELRD % 'iﬁ:g H ? i
examine my identity as an American. One of the (F. DAFEE L TEFTTEDTETT, % 0B ‘ji z A
most prominent of these has been the chance to BAADZLDETANCHFLUDBY . KBIC(FATE £ T i % ’5\
experience life as a racial minority. (CRIL TARZRFELA B ET, 7=o7=150F81E T W Pt nF L °
As many in Japan know, America has a & UTEARED ZENRHENTL DAL &
checkered history regarding race. Until 150 years (1=, A@OEEIEPC ABRIBEOZ IR EEED]Y v LY H O
ago, parts of the country allowed black people to be ’ & D BT ES @Y 5
g0, p y ( peop I 70—=E)E MOTERAMEENTHSLEFSDT CHFRERERLEREL AR T Nem
kept as slaves, and so-called "Jim Crow" laws such  zxczEL TV E L. £53A. CNSOBBES >HEELENE 24 % BE
as those segregating public facilities based on race  jsrana L= LA\ CNSOEENEIFSNTLUE. = ~N g:z it 3 T O - B EE B
and banning miscegenation existed well into my  p=i- 4 2= e A2C S TOEAEBOELATLE, 8 L’;‘ E lg %“?B BR g % ;C) @D
parents' lifetimes. Of course, I learned about all of DD TREEIC A A — IV EE>T. KEOSEROEAE L 7 B v ] W T T % %;
these issues in school. What I didn't learn, however, AR A ’ S EE =S =sE EHw_7"
was what happened after these laws were repealed O KEDEEEREN SUBEY, FEEAMROBN i 7 1B T y =
jat happer Peaied.  mn T MR EREELTLE U, &3 £< T3 78 NS
My mind filled in the blanks, and as a member LA L. BECETLUE. BAEASET->TERLS S/ > B F ‘: ° °xK ’% =
of Am'erica‘s white majority, I spent rpany ygars BB A BERT 2 ENTEE L, BB TENES % i ;C) }% g % %
which had successtly tumed it back on tssordig FETUE EEIEUSERSILLE 5LV ER FE LT ik HSI
. . DI ETEBL TR AT LUERBVE(FRY R =
Since coming to Japan, however, I have had s AP , ] =
the experience of being visibly different from most oo it; “’n?@ﬁ%ﬁb\*TO)Q\MJE$§@%%5_§CtFE O v DH
people around me. I constantly have people make ﬁézﬁj%&)iﬁhibQi‘Bﬁk%bj‘thf __ 7 m@ % 1 % 5 @ 5
assumptions about me based on the color of my  /° ODAEF’Q{%@%ZH#%@ s /%U}E%%_’; WEE AL TMENAE
skin, and I am occasionally stared at or worse. Of t%7*<%%a—%iijbiﬁtﬁgb)ibt° h;FUﬁi g ; F:ﬁ % K{f f?x E::JJ é % 3E(I) ?ﬁ 30
course, my point in this is not necessarily to shame BULEE. BAOENTTC AMERBLEEDSZAHD £ 0 A=ZolcE . /&
the people who do these or even to suggest that A= <SEDOTLBDEBNET. 1 % a8 »iE BT S
this is unqualifiedly bad. Nor do I mean to equate (RILAEYY « AF1—T> (f % g foc g :(3 EE Fé” ;C)
my experiences with those of racial minorities in — 7B 3 F % /- IS
the United States. However, living in Japan has ABO—RT ’rZiI\)‘I\Ith%(DZAﬁqu: = EJ} *9 % 30H 'z »
. . . K4FE7 AH SBEIIEI0RBERIRE f;f: YA é‘ AN
changed the way I view race relations back in my (CIR) & LT EHe T+ (35T 128 NEE (
own country and served as an impetus to think WIS DEYER (ZUHE LIEABAME ¥ % Ik
more seriously about what it means to be a racial ROEFTHEPDERGETOEERITNS e ﬁTZg T
minority. Thanks to Japan, when I go back to | @ BUk(d, SRES - 2 - TaxX> T [BABICEE S
America, I will do so a changed man. ENTFBLD. BLRRWET | J wmHE &
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