NeM—h—i" ERVITE NCER - B<LGHWES” VS
HIR VWSO St to® MOl HEHHEHKE HIKBIFEIN R R
LEBIHP DO ALRCILTRENR (B4R - =N\HEX) LLIHiow
ES#OK°

WRMIINOEIRL

icd REWL

Wmﬁcwmam

RN BN = i oSk N
C FEOREN O 2 Lo dr T e
EOAINNHRS AU O HEE - ML
OV ROBS ) BHKR O

IR OGS

LR TR G EE U A4 R

LT RETUEY FELVE

WEL DEBTH, BELERSTT

FE QIR ER W IIEKE (f
mmE) QIR0 4 0%a 0 R
$3 0 e BRI EE Y
NV O E0EQ TR NRWHEER LR
o000 400 V%T WU EHR
U RREE A S S D TR
REONEHGRIED” TEhRQ 0
LRI DR A 200 S
S QWO EH~EV-2R[ UL
DO SoRESIKEZO LT &
FUWEERQ s 1) AU D D4J°
[MeDURHORER IMVE
TR v 0 ) R KSR
4 |

AT AT TR B O D& T
oo

O LS RLIPEINY

- T N2 QUK Q4 N EH T
EW R I EHER 0" B

RIEEAH ORI V2R
$HE LB 5oL
S 420

S&EC EHTR UK v E
LD R0 5 QRN HIR
U R LT QU N
a— RO [#E] REREIYU S
VBN RO RIAVEESE U1
D7 FRHTE R Y 00 R4
0 RO [EHR] v S L%
BV O VRV W 5 L8
& BERAEN B R U»K
ANATEE DV 5 S a4
TR0 EERORDES
Y IRELQCRU-2EH W | QFF
FWREQ Y v ROBINER
UF BTN — R
SRR [ =&
PR | UEN OO R
SWHEE 2 U RLUITIR” —
RMBFERERRR O LVEH)
VPR ERQE<ORY &
RIE - ISR N L —-o8k & gD
WY R SEROREN
R Ao

EiHeER

EF— a2 QLR VOV YD
foas” HEE R A A RE S Y
AR O 54 S Y
Sreir TR [EHISHR] W
E O Wi 42°
[L50 VIO =7 @iz
SVEE V@I RWRE AN 1) A
§7 HRINERER R EQHD
FHEIR S LR QO UN0R Y S
A0 Ar4d” EoEwEUA N em U Q
EEHET RO eWERT @0

DT HRKER MR S Ui
LR U A0 0 A 1) 10 R 2o 48 = A
A EIEWE-HEe ) ] —
DASTTIHKER R L Aaure0 S Qb
g BEEBHO T [HO LR
DEY ] 7 EHL A
SSHLER L0 (a4 s D7
WRSINEESS StE N K@ 2 Dard
OB IEY OvedR 0
Qo RN
PA° FERILT HORET KKEEL -V
BRU | QDRSS IREREOUR
REUNQE D L R S |°

MNERO

[ XU XU S FTI S ERIE O 5500
REOEWRUR SV BERKY
BOLLY 550 5 0 4eim e
RS EENUR WY SR sV
SO0 0 RRESIRIN VE
LAt e DI KR Y

sl
BEErUsAILS A

H%. Hiffl

e ——

-

LA RABOT RS D
FHRAS<TEW O 0 1) A R EREK Y
0 WO NQUBNIB TR |
KB KA 550 5 0NN
SO IR O =<
WRERQOR" R eRES |
A S ) VR KR A R0
ERWONR” BRI
RIRHERS" NP IROEHY
R0 1) A R At QA
B O — N R NIRRT
ORI h— TR0
HIMROESL L RUPESFER |
(a0 O\ S a4 B A
IR Q My
RO QPR O ST

EIUER W05

S AVE O S e |°

(e @A — N R URAQE
SoRQPB rFREwWR (@

o m——owo) 4]

HANASOU 16



What does summer mean to you?

Summer--*-*- what kind of images does this word bring to
your mind? If you are the kind of person who likes to
party, maybe the anticipation of the summer festival and
images of fireworks come to mind. Perhaps as a native of
Japan, the tinkling chime of a furin blowing in the wind or
the call of a min-min zemi plays in your mind. Or maybe
your mouth waters at the thought of eating cool, refreshing
watermelon or chilled Chinese noodles. There are as many
impressions of summer as there are people in the world, but
you might be surprised to hear that Americans and Japanese
share many of the same images, sounds, and tastes of the
season.

For instance, let's consider the largest summer holiday in
America. On the 4th of July, each year almost every
American gathers together in celebration. It was on this day
233 years ago that America won its independence from
Britain and became an autonomous nation. During the day,
people flock the ocean, lake, or to their local community
swimming pool to swim and cool off. Having a picnic or
barbecue lunch on Fourth of July is a must, and a summer
picnic just wouldn't be complete without juicy watermelon
for desert. Watermelon really is the quintessential summer
fruit, isn't it? To wrap up the holiday, friends and family
gather to watch a fireworks display after the sun has gone
down.

Much like rural Japan, hot summer nights in North Carolina
come alive with the droning song of cicadas. The main
species of cicada that lives in North Carolina makes quite a
loud and annoying sound (similar to the sound of a
Japanese kuma-zemi). Before coming to Japan and being
enamored by the iconic call of the min-min zemi, 1 always
thought of cicadas as a nuisance. Now,whenever I think of
summer, the unique sound of a min-min zemi is one of the
first things that comes to mind!

Traditional county fairs, large festivals held by the county
once a year, are still often held throughout the summer.
Much like festivals in Japan, these county fairs feature rows
of vendors selling regional foods like turkey legs and
unique foods like deep fried snickers candy bars in addition
to the staple fair treats like cotton candy and candy covered
apples. You can spend a whole day having fun at these fairs
playing games, shopping for homegrown produce and
handmade goods, and watching agricultural competitions.
At really rural county fairs, they even have something
called a “Watermelon Seed Spitting Contest!” Right now
the world record is held by a man from Texas, who spit a
seed a whole 21 meters! Think you can top that? Give it a
try and see!
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