A High School Tradition :
Homecoming Week

I am often asked by my Japanese friends if American school
life is really like how it is portrayed in the movies. This month,
I would like to introduce Homecoming week, which is host to
one of the school dances that is often shown in American
movies and teen dramas. This week-long event is held at
schools throughout America shortly after the new school year
begins in early October. More than just a dance, Homecoming
is a week full of festive events including a pep rally and
parade, all centered around a football game.

From Monday to Thursday of Homecoming week, a contest
where each grade decorates a hall with posters showing their
school spirit is held, as well as elections for Homecoming king
and queen. A pep rally is held during school hours on Friday
afternoon. A pep rally is a huge gathering of the student body
in the school gym to cheer for the football players before the
big Homecoming game. Cheerleaders and the school mascot
get everyone pumped up for the game with dances and
performances, and the Homecoming king and queen are
announced as well. Since the pep rally takes place during
regular class time, attendance is mandatory for all students, but
all other Homecoming events are optional.

The long-awaited Homecoming football game takes place on
Friday night. Because the game is usually against the rival
school, alumni are invited to return and watch the game as
well, hence the name “Homecoming,” meaning “returning to
one's alma mater.” At halftime, floats created by various clubs
are paraded and the Homecoming king and queen make an
entrance in a convertible, garnering just as many cheers and
attention as the football players themselves.

To round out the festivities, a Homecoming dance is held in
the school gym on Saturday night. Guys usually wear a dress
shirt and tie, while girls dress up in a long dress. If going as a
date, the guy will go to pick up his date at her house and give
her a corsage that matches the one on his chest as a present,
then head off to the dance together. Even if you cannot find a
date, it is okay to go with a group of guy friends or girl friends.
Students dance to chart-topping hits spun by a live DJ and
have their picture taken with their date. After the Homecoming
king and queen are announced once again, they lead a dance
for one song. The next week everything is back to normal at
school, and everyone looks forward to Homecoming next year.
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