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Easter

Perhaps you have heard of the holiday Easter before. For
Christians, The day celebrates the belief in the resurrection
of Jesus three days after his death, making it just as
important of a holiday as Christmas. For them, Easter is a
day of religious services and the gathering of family. It is
celebrated on the Sunday following the first full moon after
the spring equinox, which falls on April 4th this year.
However, Easter is also often celebrated as a non-religious
spring holiday. Many Americans, Christians and non-
Christians alike, follow old nonsectarian traditions of
coloring hard-boiled eggs and giving children baskets filled
with chocolate bunnies and candy.

For example, the President of the United States holds an
annual Easter egg roll on the White House lawn for young
children, a tradition that dates back to 1878. An egg roll is a
relay race where participants have to roll an egg down a hill
with a large spoon. The separation of church and state is
strictly enforced in America, but this event is acceptable as
a holiday festival due to the secularization of Easter.
Recently, other than just an Easter egg roll, the yearly event
has been themed to encourage children to lead healthy and
active lives by featuring sports activities, cooking stations,
storytelling, and live music.

Likewise, Easter day parades are held in towns
throughout America. Traditional games at these parades
include an Easter egg hunt, where egg shaped plastic
containers filled with candy are hidden for kids to try and
find, an egg and spoon relay race, where participants try to
balance an egg in a spoon as they run, being careful not to
drop it as they make their way to the finish line. But the
difficult and sometimes messy egg catch was my favorite
game as a kid. A raw egg is dropped from a high place, and
the person waiting below has to try to catch the egg with
enough finesse to keep it from breaking.

As you can see, the way Easter is celebrated has
transformed quite a bit over the years, from celebrating the
rebirth of Jesus, to eggs and chocolate bunnies. In a
multicultural society like America, traditions seem to
change rather quickly. I think that embracing these changes
with an open mind while still valuing tradition, like in the
case of Easter, is perhaps an important part of what makes
America a successful multicultural society.
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