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After 3 years of living in Japan, I can forget that
there are many people in America and around the
world that have no idea what Japan is really like.
And at the same time, I think many Japanese have
no idea how foreign countries view Japan.

As an American, it does seem like the most
famous things about Japan either have to do with
pop-culture or “bushido” type things like samurai
and martial arts. Pop-culture means of course things
like anime, manga, hello-kitty and AKB48, but it
also extends to technology. American friends seem
to think that just by living in Japan, I should have
the most advanced phones and videogames in the
world and that Japanese TV is nothing but anime.
Also, you can't talk about Japan without someone
bringing up the Samurai or Ninja; or talking about
Bushido. For many Americans, there seems to be no
traditional Japanese culture beyond Bushido.

But coming to Japan, it blew my mind how much
more there was to the country and culture. Of
course I saw the things I knew like sushi, anime,
and a history filled with samurai. But I also realized
that I really didn't know Japan. I had never even
heard of food like Takoyaki and Oden, anime like
Sazae-san and Chibi Maruko-chan, and even how
two-thirds of Japan is forest. Even people were
much different than I expected; the more Japanese
people I befriend, the more I realize that there are
silly people, serious people, and really all kinds of
people, just like Americans.

Before coming here, I though Japan could be
easily summed up with words like “geisha,”
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“manga,” or “samurai.” But the longer I live
here, the more I realize that Japan has an
incredible variety in culture, people, ways
of life, and even ways of thinking. Just like
America. No matter what country you go to,

there is plenty to see. Why not go experience it
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