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Giving Up Paradise

As a foreigner living in Japan, I am often asked if I

have gone home since coming here. The asker is often
taken aback by the following reply: “Not once.” It
confuses Japanese people, who view Hawali as a prime
vacation spot, to hear me say I have not returned
since leaving and, moreover, have no desire to go
back. The reason why is simple: paradise is expensive.

As recent as 2017, an average of 37 Hawaii
residents pack up and leave the islands per day to
settle in a different state according to data compiled
by the U.S. Census Bureau. Locals have left Hawalii in
search of two things: affordable housing and better,
varied economic opportunities.

In 2018, the median home price on the most
populated island, Oahu, was $810,000, the highest in
America. The near-impossibility of home ownership
in Hawaii has driven residents to cheaper states like
Texas or Virginia, whose median home prices are
under $300,000.

The homogeneous job market has also become a
major reason for relocation. While the unemployment
rate is lower in Hawaii than the rest of America,
stagnant wages and a lack of diverse employment
options have made residents willing to endure
expensive homes for better jobs in states like
California. “We have put all our eggs in one basket,
and that is tourism. But not everybody...wants to
work in the hotel industry” said one Maui County
councilman, referring to the state’s focus on tourism
jobs.

Having witnessed these changes in the house and
job market first-hand, it doesn’t surprise me that locals
are willing to give up “paradise” in pursuit of financial
stability and comfortability elsewhere. I find myself

following the same path for the same reasons.
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