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Always On Time

In our hustle and bustle world, getting from point A
to point B in a reasonable amount of time is important
to everyone, no matter their country of origin. For
those that can’t drive their only options are their
own feet or public transportation. Some places have
numerous methods of public transportation, but, in
Hawalii, public transportation is limited to one mode:
the bus. Despite being the only major, widely used
public transportation method in Hawaii, many users,
including myself, deign to use it.

Bus riders often complain about its lack of
cleanliness, the bad manners of their fellow riders, or
the bus fare that seems to go up in price every five
years or so. Each person has their individual gripes,
but the one that everyone can get on board with is its
untimeliness.

It is widely known that busses in Hawalii never
come on time. Seasoned riders are accustomed to the
lateness and combat it by making their way to the
bus stop 10 minutes earlier than its scheduled time.
That way, whether it’s early or late (which it often is),
you can still get on. Unless of course the bus is full, in
which case it’ll zoom past the bus stop and leave you
to wait for the next one.

Public transportation in Japan lies on the opposite
side of the spectrum. The convenience of trains blew
me away when [ first started living in Japan. Its ease
of use, punctuality, cleanliness, and manners of the
other passengers are just some of the many positive
facets of the Japanese railway system. Depending on
where you’re headed, it can get expensive, but it’s
worth it when the alternative is buying a car and
paying for gas! The best part about trains in Japan is
that they rarely run late; announcements apologizing
for a late train are made even if it’s just a minute late.

As a former (and frequent) rider of busses in
Hawalii, a train running a minute late is nothing. In
fact, to me, that’s still on time!
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