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The Appeal of “Nothing”

In the big city, everyone moves with conviction,
hastily crossing streets and running on sidewalks,
rushing to their next destination. I, a lifetime
resident of Hawaii with islander sensibilities, always
admired the rush and long thought that I would be
happiest living in the thick of it. However, after 3.5
years in this busy country, I've come to realize that
perhaps my admiration was misplaced.

My first trips to cities like Tokyo, Osaka, and Kyoto
were electric, as a trip to any city for an islander
would be. The crowds, lights, and sounds in Hawaii
can’t compare to the ones found in Japan. While
initially exciting, at a certain point, the constant
barrage of stimuli became no longer a point of
enjoyment, but rather irritation. The crowds became
an obstacle, the lights an eyesore, and the sounds a
nuisance. The big city I had dreamt of for years was
not nearly as appealing in real life.

This thought further cemented itself during a recent
trip I took to Yokohama. I had figured that since
Yokohama was on the outskirts of Tokyo, it wouldn't be
as crowded or noisy. On the contrary! To my slight
dismay, despite it being a weekday, it was just as
bright and booming as Tokyo.

The longer I live outside the city, the more I
appreciate the absence of things. The absence of large
buildings in suburbs and country areas allows the
surrounding atmosphere and environment to maintain
its natural calmness. The absence of constant noise
allows residents to live in their own sound instead
of the sounds of others. This may translate into less
convenience, but that’s a price I'm willing to pay for
personal peace.

When my time in Seika comes to an end, I hope
to stay in Kansai and live in an area with the best of
both worlds; preferably somewhere just outside the
city. I've yet to start looking, but, if you know of any
places, 'm open to suggestions!
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