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The Neverending Study

Looking back on my days as a university student,
[ can’t say I remember them fondly. [ spent many a
sleepless night studying, writing 10 (plus) page essays,
squeezing in 25 pages of a reading assignment, or
just wide awake wondering if I'll be able to finish
up my homework before the deadline. Believe it or
not, what I experienced is the norm. The life of a
typical American university student is full of stress,
uncertainty, and constant mental strain.

In American universities, attendance is of the
upmost importance. Some professors take roll every
day, and missing one class could mean a lower
grade; miss enough and you could end up failing,
an expensive consequence for chronic absenteeism.
While there are some professors that don’t take
roll, skipping out could mean missing important
information such as the day’s homework, test dates, or
even test content.

Whether it’s reading a textbook or writing an
essay, homework is given out almost every day
for every class. As there are too many students to
accommodate, professors do not coordinate their
assignments, meaning you could have multiple due in
the same week or even day.

In order to tackle the mountain of homework and
high expectations of each professor, campus librarie
are ofthe crammed with students with their heads in
books or typing away on their laptops. My university
in particular had two libraries, one of which was open
24 hours during the weekdays to allow for late-night
studying.

As Japanese students spend a majority of their
high school years studying to get into university, I
hear their time as a student tends to be comparatively
relaxed and fun. I often wonder what it would have
been like to attend a university in Japan. I bet it would
have been much less stressful!
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