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Location, location, location-

Each summer [ spend in Japan seems hotter than
the last and this July is no different. I'm a little scared
to see what my electric bill for this month will be!
Sweltering Japanese summers make me think back
fondly on summers back home. While Hawaii may be
the land of eternal summer, they’re never quite as hot
as they are in Japan. In fact, they’re comparatively
pleasant. There are many factors at play that make
Hawaii’s year-round summer bearable.

One of them is location. Hawaii, with its proximity
to the equator, experiences little change in daily
temperature throughout the year. At sea level, average
highs are between 29-31° C in the summer and 26-28
° C in the winter. Changes in temperature from month
to month are so insignificant, it’s difficult to tell what
season it is just by going outside. The lack of seasons
means everyone has a simplified wardrobe. Not
having to buy winter clothes can save you quite a lot
of money!

Another reason why the climate in Hawalii is
pleasant is due to a natural phenomenon called “trade
winds.” They blow from north-east to east north-
east, and account for 70% of all winds in Hawaii. If
you feel a soft breeze on your cheek in Hawaii during
summer, it’s mostly likely thanks to trade winds.

There are some negatives to having good weather
all year round. For example, not all houses in Hawaii
have air conditioning units. In most cases, opening
some windows and a door is enough to cool down a
house, but on particularly hot days, not having an AC
is torture!

Although I've lived here for a few years already,
I'm constantly shocked at how sudden the weather
changes. One day could be as cold as a normal winter
day, and the next is as hot as any summer day. I
often say the food is what I miss most about home,
but during especially cold winters and hot summers in
Japan, [ start to miss the weather instead!
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