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Rules of Enjoyment

With ocean views only available on its northern
coast, Kyoto Prefecture is an odd place to live for an
islander like me. I’ve lived in many towns back home
on Oahu, but I was never more than 40 minutes away
from the ocean. If I wanted to take a trip to the see
the ocean from where I live now, I'd have to drive
at least a couple hours to get there! During summer
months especially, I sometimes find myself reminiscing
about the beach and beach culture in Hawalii, and
how it compares to Japan’s. You may be surprised to
learn that there are plenty of differences.

While lifeguards play an important part in making
sure beach-goers are safe, not all beaches in Hawaii
are protected by lifeguards. That doesn’t mean you
can’t swim! Swimming at beaches without a lifeguard
present is permitted, but risky. “When in doubt, don’t go
out” is a mantra commonly used in regards to ocean
safety in Hawalii that advises people to refrain from
going into the water if the conditions seem dangerous.

Though I'm not sure if there are private beaches
in Japan, all beaches in Hawaii are considered public
property and no landowner can block access to any
beach. In fact, Hawaii law requires coastal landowners
keep a clear path to the beach, free of vegetation or
impediments, around their property for public access.
Violators face a $1,000 fine for the first offense and
$2,000 for each additional offense.

Different from Japan, public drinking is against the
law in Hawali, and that includes drinking on beaches.
Alcohol can only be consumed in areas zoned for
alcohol consumption, such as dining establishments
with a liquor license. Drinking on the beach could cost
you several hundred dollars in fines, which would no
doubt put a damper on an otherwise fun beach day.

Beaches in Hawaii are meant to be enjoyed by
everyone, and lawmakers and locals work together to
keep it that way. If you ever have the opportunity to
visit Hawaii and go to a beach, follow the rules, and
enjoy the beach responsibly!
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