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Protecting the Indigenous
Flora and fauna are going extinct at an alarming
rate across the globe. Multiple sources approximate

global extinction to be progressing at possibly
thousands of times more than the natural rate. This
is especially felt in Hawalii, a location often referred
to as the “extinction capital of the world.” Over the
years, efforts have been made to turn the capital
of extinction into one of preservation. However, a
number of invasive species are proving to be large
obstacles in achieving that goal.

One of these obstacles is the mongoose. An animal
of Indian import, the mongoose was introduced in
the late 1800s to reduce the rat population, then a
blight on the booming sugar business. As rats are
nocturnal and mongooses diurnal, this “solution” was
doomed from the start. Indiscriminate in their appetite,
mongooses eat whatever they can get their hands on,
mostly small animals and plants. The negative impact
of the mongoose is well studied, and the extinction
of numerous native bird species in Hawaii can be
attributed in large part to them.

Invasive plants can be just as damaging as
animals. For example, the red mangrove is a target of
removal efforts in Hawaii. Introduced from Florida in
the early 1900s, the fast growing and self-propagating
mangrove is a threat to Hawaiian fish ponds being
restored across the state. The roots of the mangrove
prevent proper circulation in the water leading to silt
build up, and harm surrounding coral and pond rock
structures. The resilient tree grows quickly and close
together, requiring countless hours of manual labor to
remove even a small patch.

The changes invasive species affect upon the
environment often negatively impact the local
economy, culture, and even the lifestyle of individuals.
Minimizing impacts by combating invasive species is
not as cut and dry as one would think. Although we
can never bring back the species that have already left
this world, we can always make an effort to protect
the ones that are still here.
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